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practical aims, giving rise to definite spirituaf decisions but
also passing the practically relevant judgments, thereby trans-
forming the purely vital aims. Turning his gaze within, there-
fore, he sees himself as a spiritually free being with powers of
and claims to self-determination deriving from the Transcen-
dence of his being. Wherefore it cannot satisfy him when certain
philosophers, observing the development and extension of con-
sciousness in the history of mankind, speak of "progress" in man's
consciousness of freedom, but seek by some remarkable dialectical
manoeuvre to limit man himself as the result of this progress,
and rob him of his self-determination. No, self-determination
of the practical sort, and to-day that means political self-deter- -
mination above all, is manifestly the goal of his being, the goal
that confronts him when, his consciousness having broken
through to the immediate background of life, he comes into con-
tact with the Transcendence from which he grew; when he
gains a clear conception of the "idea" whose spontaneity formed
him.
All the same, stumbling upon this ground-layer and raising it
to consciousness within him, he never experiences himself alone,
never as an isolated subject. He can do this here as little as he
can when observing the Animate as a whole. Understanding
the being of any given life-carrier biologically, he will, apart
from the coming upon the individual, also come upon the totality
of the "species" or supra-subjectival sub-groups of the same.
In other words man, freely experiencing and understanding
himself as such in his own being, experiences himself as a free
individual only on one side of the medal, on whose other side
he finds himself stamped into the totality. He is free and part
of a whole, or part of concentric rings of such totalities. But since
freedom is the transcendental nucleus of his being, his advance
into freedom, once he has become aware of his essential nucleus
in this way, can only be on the basis of his own freedom. His
freedom, deeply experienced, seeks to implement this advance
somehow of its own accord.
On the vital or biological plane this generally occurs without
difficulty, at any rate as regards those rings of totality whose immedi-
ately practical significance can still be felt every day, particularly
as they are never experienced merely biologically but are always
(in the family, the nation, etc.) strongly impregnated with